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Discussion Guide for the week of April 13,2014 - PALM
SUNDAY

Theme: “Sins swallowed up in Divine Love”

PartI: Prayer Options:

A) Start with Prayer to the Holy Spirit (one written below or extemporaneously)
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the
earth.

0, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant
that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations,
Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

B) Offer personal intentions of small group

PartIl: (Gospel)

Gospel MT 27:11-54

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”

Jesus said, “You say so.”

And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,

he made no answer.

Then Pilate said to him,

“Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you?”
But he did not answer him one word,

so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now on the occasion of the feast

the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd

one prisoner whom they wished.

And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them,



“Which one do you want me to release to you,
Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?”

For he knew that it was out of envy

that they had handed him over.

While he was still seated on the bench,

his wife sent him a message,

“Have nothing to do with that righteous man.

I suffered much in a dream today because of him.”
The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus.

The governor said to them in reply,

“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”
They answered, “Barabbas!”

Pilate said to them,

“Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?”
They all said,

“Let him be crucified!”

But he said,

“Why? What evil has he done?”

They only shouted the louder,

“Let him be crucified!”

When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all,
but that a riot was breaking out instead,

he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd,
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.

Look to it yourselves.”

And the whole people said in reply,

“His blood be upon us and upon our children.”
Then he released Barabbas to them,

but after he had Jesus scourged,

he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium
and gathered the whole cohort around him.

They stripped off his clothes

and threw a scarlet military cloak about him.

Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head,
and a reed in his right hand.

And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying,

“Halil, King of the Jews!”

They spat upon him and took the reed

and kept striking him on the head.

And when they had mocked him,

they stripped him of the cloak,

dressed him in his own clothes,

and led him off to crucify him.

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon;
this man they pressed into service



to carry his cross.

And when they came to a place called Golgotha

— which means Place of the Skull —,

they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.

But when he had tasted it, he refused to drink.

After they had crucified him,

they divided his garments by casting lots;

then they sat down and kept watch over him there.

And they placed over his head the written charge against him:
This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.

Two revolutionaries were crucified with him,

one on his right and the other on his left.

Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying,
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days,
save yourself, if you are the Son of God,

and come down from the cross!”

Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said,
“He saved others; he cannot save himself.

So he is the king of Israel!

Let him come down from the cross now,

and we will believe in him.

He trusted in God;

let him deliver him now if he wants him.

For he said, ‘T am the Son of God.”

The revolutionaries who were crucified with him

also kept abusing him in the same way.

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon.

And about three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Some of the bystanders who heard it said,

“This one is calling for Elijah.”

Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge;

he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed,

gave it to him to drink.

But the rest said,

‘Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him.”

But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice,

and gave up his spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary

was torn in two from top to bottom.

The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened,

and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection,



they entered the holy city and appeared to many.

The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus
feared greatly when they saw the earthquake

and all that was happening, and they said,

“Truly, this was the Son of God!”

PartIII: Listen to Fr. Robert Barron’s homily

http://www.wordonfire.org/WOF-Radio/Sermons/Sermon-Archive-for-2011/Sermon-536-The-
Passion-of-the-Christ-Palm.aspx

Part IV - Meditation/Discussion

This Sunday marks the end of Lent and the Beginning of Holy Week. In Matthew’s Passion
we see Jesus journey into sin in order to undo it from within.

All of the forms of human dysfunction are on display. Jesus is surrounded on all side by
sinners and he journeys to his death, he draws them out so that he can swallow them up
with his Divine Love.

1) Betrayal. Judas commits the ultimate betrayal. We are meant to see all the ways
we betrayed our loved ones.

2) Sloth. The great sin of spiritual laziness. The Apostles fall asleep at the greatest
need of Jesus, during his great anguish in the Garden. We have been summoned to
great things, but have fallen asleep.

3) Violence. Put away your sword. He who lives by the sword dies by the
sword. Violence breaks out when "it's all about me." How can you see your own
aggressiveness here?

4) Cowardice. The disciples “left him and fled.” Have there been moments when we
are called to take a stand but do not? Not with the weapons of the world but with
the weapons of the Gospel.

5) Lying. At the Sanhedrin he encounters all types of “false witnesses.” These people
are willing to lie to achieve what they want, to tell others what they want to hear, to
get ahead, to feel superior.

6) Scapegoating. Peter engages in betrayal and denial at the fire, but also we see
scapegoating of the crowd. We organize ourselves by ostracizing others and placing
them outside of our group, as the crowd did to Peter.

7) Suicide. The greatest sin is Judas' refusal to accept forgiveness from God. In his
despair we are meant to see our own temptation in that direction.

The Good News is that by Jesus' infinite mercy all of this sin can be swallowed up and
enveloped by the ever greater Divine Love.
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What does God’s word say?

a. Which of these sins do you struggle with the most? How can you relate the
situations in this Gospel to your own life?

b. How can you accept the Divine Love of Jesus to release these sins and
struggles?

What does the world say?

a. In what ways does our current culture justify and rationalize the sins of Sloth
and Cowardice?

b. Violence and Scapegoating are all around us, everywhere. How can you
reduce your exposure to this and avoid desensitizing yourself?

c. Betrayal and lying are the opposite of commitment and honesty. What good
examples can you think of that champion commitment and honesty as
achievable personal traits?

What should a disciple do?

a. Suicide is the extreme example of losing self-worth, self-confidence, and faith
in God. How can we build ourselves up to overcome this temptation and
despair?

b. Jesus went into this sin in order to “swallow it up”. How can you help a loved
one and bring Jesus to them?

Small group guidelines

Respect each person and their contribution. Faith-sharing is not problem-solving,
debate, or literary analysis. It is a shared encounter along our individual spiritual
journeys.

Each person shares on the level where he or she is most comfortable.

Try to speak with honesty and openness to enhance the community’s growth.
Before sharing a second time, wait to be sure that all have had a chance to share a
first time.

Confidentiality is essential. What is shared within the group remains within the
group.

Silence is important to the process. Allow for reflections and for time to think before
speaking.

There are no “right” or “wrong” answers. Indeed, there are no “answers” in faith
sharing - just a prayerful attention to the action of God in our midst.



